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Alton Society Comments on the McCarthy & Stone application Ref: 56420_001 

EHDC Committee Meeting – 12th March 2020  

 

Good evening chairman.   

Although we very much welcome the long-overdue redevelopment of this site, we 

are extremely disappointed with the plans before you this evening.   

We have repeatedly questioned the suitability of the site for this particular purpose, 

situated as it is on such a noisy, busy junction.  However, given where we are, these 

are our main concerns with this particular scheme:  

1. In our view the applicant's refusal to include any element of affordable homes is 

totally unacceptable.  A commuted sum would in no way compensate for the 

needs of local elderly residents who simply cannot afford market-rate 

accommodation of this kind.  CP13 of the JCS makes no exception for retirement 

homes.  

2. The layout of these apartments – the internal space, the narrow corridors, and 

poor levels of natural light, these are all woefully inadequate.  Also the fact that a 

number of apartments are not Lifetime Homes compliant is in direct 

contravention of the JCS CP29 (g).  

3. The building design lacks the quality and character that such an important 

'gateway' location demands.  (Our submission last December lists these points in 

considerable detail).  And I regret to say that the emphasis given to the current 

sorry state of this derelict site on page 12 of the Committee Report simply 

reinforces the impression that "anything will be better than this” is the prevailing 

view. 

4. There is a huge shortfall in parking spaces demanded by the Neighbourhood 

Plan (43 against 90), even allowing for the lower level of car use in this type of 

development.  We cannot expect residents, or their visitors, to have to rely on 

off-site parking.  

5. Finally chairman, we deplore the absence of any renewable energy generation, 

given the Climate Emergency, and core objectives of the government's Future 

Homes Standard.  Chapter 2 of the consultation makes clear the Government’s 

intention to avoid having to retrofit new homes later, with interim regulations due 

as early as this year (2020).  And so it does seem ludicrously short-sighted to be 

giving approval for dwellings that will be substandard by the time they are 

actually built. 

For all these reasons, we would urge you to refuse this application.  We must do 

better than this on such a critically important site. 

Thank you chairman. 


